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subject is made objective. All definitions seem
to agree in this that this transference consists in.
imagining in one's mind or memory that one
recognises something seen before, but that one
sees it somewhere else. As an illustration he
gives the fact that some people mistake mother-
of-pearl for silver, that is, transfer the essence and
qualities seen in silver on mother-of-pearl. Or
again, that some people imagine they see two
moons, though they know perfectly well that there
is only one. In the same manner people imagine
that the living being or the ordinary Ego is the
true subject or self, or that there are two real
selves, the body and the soul, though there can
be only one, which is all in all. The nature of
this transference which lies at the root of all
mundane experience or illusion, is once more
explained as ' taking a thing for what it is not/
which is illustrated by a compassionate man say-
ing it fares badly with him and that he is
miserable, though he himself is quite well, and
it is his wife and children only who are suffering.
In a similar way a man says that he is fat, or thin,
that he moves, stands, or springs, that he does
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